The Peril of Neglecting Salvation

The more earnestly we apply our minds to the investigation of truth, the clearer will the evidences of truth appear; and
the more closely we relate ourselves to the God of all wisdom, coming into communion with him who has created all
things, the richer will be our knowledge, the more fully shall we comprehend divine truth. God has graciously endowed
men with intellectual powers, and these powers are to be wisely improved, that men may have ability to search into and
understand rich depths of knowledge in the character, word, and works of God. God will open the treasures of his love
to the willing and obedient; he that willeth to do the will of God shall know of the doctrine. By communion with God we
become refined, broadened, and elevated. To him who desires the knowledge of divine things, God will open hidden
wonders, that are beyond the comprehension of those who are unenlightened by the Spirit of God. Those who hear the
wonderful things opened to the Christian will be impressed with that which God can give to the consecrated and earnest
soul.

Christ, the way, the truth, and the life, gave himself for a fallen world, and in him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. No greater gift can be bestowed upon man than that which is comprehended in Christ. And yet men wait,
refusing to give to God the allegiance of the heart. But let the impenitent look to the plan of redemption, and ask
themselves, "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" It is perilous to neglect to render to God the full
consecration of all our powers, for he has given them to man in trust. Will you not ask yourself, "How is it with my soul?"
The great gift of salvation has been placed within our reach at an infinite cost to the Father and the Son. To neglect
salvation, is to neglect the knowledge of the Father and of the Son whom God hath sent in order that man might
become a partaker of the divine nature, and thus, with Christ, an heir of all things. A neglect to lay hold of the priceless
treasure of salvation, means the eternal ruin of your soul. The peril of indifference to God and neglect of his gift, is
measured by the greatness of salvation. God has done to the uttermost of his almighty power. The resources of infinite
love have been exhausted in devising and executing the plan of redemption for man. God has revealed his character in
the goodness, the mercy, compassion, and love manifested to save a race of guilty rebels. What could be done that has
not been done in the provisions of the plan of salvation? If the sinner remains indifferent to the manifestation of the
goodness of God, if he neglects so great a salvation, rejects the overtures of divine mercy, refuses the gift of life
purchased by the precious blood of Christ, what could be done to touch his hard heart? If the wonderful achievement
wrought out by our Creator and Redeemer, into which he threw all his power and love, does not move the proud human
heart, when man sees that his soul was thought of such value that the Son of the infinite God, the Majesty of heaven,
was willing to lay down his life in order that we might be saved, then there is nothing that will move him. Christ left the
royal courts, and accepted a life of shame, reproach, and suffering, and did not shrink even from the death of the cross,
in order that he might unite humanity with divinity. Are you so infatuated with the love of self, with the suggestions of
Satan, that these considerations do not move you to a life of humility, and of submission to God? Will not the love and
compassion of him who gave in one gift all that heaven afforded, awaken a response in your heart? "How shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation?".

Those who do neglect the great gift of salvation, will have no second probation provided for them, but will be left
without hope. The Son of the infinite God was the author of our salvation. He covenanted from the first to be man's
substitute, and he became man that he might take upon himself the wrath which sin had provoked. The plan of
redemption called forth the amazement of the heavenly hosts. The angels looked with wonder to see the mystery
wrought out before them in the life of the Son of God. They saw the Redeemer take step after step down the path of
humiliation. They saw him rejected, denied, insulted, abused, and crucified, and yet it was something beyond all finite



intelligence to comprehend the full mystery of redemption.

The only way in which salvation could be provided for man was through the union of divinity with humanity. Christ in
human flesh alone could bridge the gulf that sin had made. With his humanity he was prepared to touch humanity. The
greatness, the breadth, of the plan of salvation invests it with incomparable grandeur; but it can only be spiritually
discerned, and it increases in greatness as we contemplate it. Looking to Jesus dying upon the cross, and knowing that it
was our sin that placed the innocent Sufferer there, we are bowed down before him in wonder and love. The greatness
of this salvation proves the peril of its neglect.

Satan constantly seeks to make of none effect the great work of redemption. What importance, what magnitude, it gives
to the theme of redemption, that he who has undertaken the salvation of man was the brightness of the Father's glory,
the express image of his person. How, then, can heaven regard those who neglect so great a salvation, wrought out for
man at such infinite cost? To neglect to lay hold on the rich blessings of heaven, is to refuse, to set at naught, him who
was equal with the Father, the only one who could save fallen man. O, shall we through neglect of Christ throw away our
one chance for eternal life? Shall we scorn divine mercy, and trample underfoot the Son of God, and count the blood of
the covenant an unholy thing?

The divine Author of salvation left nothing incomplete in the plan; every phase of it is perfect. The sin of the whole world
was laid upon Jesus, and divinity gave its highest value to the suffering of humanity in Jesus, that the whole world might
be pardoned through faith in the Substitute. The most guilty need have no fear but that God will pardon, for because of
the efficacy of the divine sacrifice the penalty of the law will be remitted. Through Christ the sinner may return to
allegiance to God. How wonderful is the plan of redemption in its simplicity and fullness. It not only provides for the full
pardon of the sinner, but also for the restoration of the transgressor, making a way whereby he may be accepted as a
son of God. Through obedience he may be the possessor of love and peace and joy. His faith may unite him in his
weakness to Christ, the source of divine strength; and through the merits of Christ he may find the approval of God,
because Christ has satisfied the demands of the law, and he imputes his righteousness to the penitent, believing soul.
The spotless robe woven in the loom of heaven, covers the contrite one, and he wills to be obedient, taking the yoke of
Christ, suffering as Christ suffered when he walked a man among men.

What love, what wonderful love, was displayed by the Son of God. The death we deserved was suffered to come upon
him, that immortality might be given to us, who could never merit such a reward. Is not salvation great in its simplicity,
and wonderful in its comprehensiveness? Christ takes the sinner from the lowest degradation, and purifies, refines, and
ennobles him. By beholding Jesus as he is, the sinner is transformed, and elevated to the very summit of dignity, even to
a seat with Christ upon his throne. Contemplating the fullness of the provision that God has made, whereby every son
and daughter of Adam may be saved, we are led to exclaim with John, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." The angels are amazed at the manifestation of divine love
for the fallen race. The fact that angels look with wonder upon the marvelous display of love on the part of God for man,
shows how terrible a thing it is to neglect the salvation he has provided. The plan of redemption provides for every
emergency, and for every want of the soul. If it were deficient in any way, the sinner might find some excuse to plead for
neglect of its terms; but the infinite God had a knowledge of every human necessity, and ample provision has been
made to supply every need. Thereby our sin can be pardoned, and eternal life secured; for the righteousness of Christ
may be imputed unto us, to bear the test and meet the approval of a holy God. What, then, can the sinner say in the
great day of final judgment, as to why he refused to give attention, the most thorough and earnest, to the salvation
proffered him?
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